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MOVABLE BARRIER OPERATOR WITH
TRAVEL LIMIT ADJUSTMENT
CAPABILITIES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to a movable barrier opera-
tor that allows travel limit adjustments of the position of a
movable barrier after it has reached its normal travel limit, and
more particularly, a movable barrier operator that allows for
fine-tune adjustment of the travel limits of said movable bar-
rier.

2. Description of the Related Art

Movable barriers have existed in many situations to allow
access to a secured area, while at the same time prohibiting
access to the same secured area to undesired trespassers.
These movable barriers could vary in size, shape, or operation
method, but all such movable barriers require an operator that
controls the movement of a movable barrier between com-
pletely opened and completely closed position. Conse-
quently, such movable barrier operators need a method to
determine its travel limits, more specifically the completely
opened and completely closed position.

Currently, one approach to movable barrier operator deter-
mines the opening and closing positions using cams attached
to the shaft of the movable barrier. The cam locations on the
shaft determine the completely opened position and the com-
pletely closed position of such movable barrier when they
come in contact with a limit sensor telling the motor to stop.

Although such a design is simple and works great with
broad ranges of movement, it is difficult to obtain fine point
adjustment using the above mentioned cams and limit switch
combination. Using the cams to set the travel limits may only
give rough estimates of the completely open position and the
completely closed position because the actual movements of
the movable barrier in relation to the cam positions are sig-
nificantly greater, thus minor adjustment in cam location
equates to significant shift in the position of the movable
barrier.

Consequently, using traditional adjustment methods often
leaves undesirable gaps between the actual position of the
movable barrier and the position of the movable barrier in a
completely closed or open position. As a result, there is an
undesirable gap created between the movable barrier and the
physical stopping apparatus.

Traditionally, in order to make such a fine point adjustment
eliminating the undesirable gap, a technician has to physi-
cally hold down a lever actuator, a limit switch, and the
retainer plate, while moving the cam along the notches of the
driving shaft. This process requires a complicated procedure
that may not easily be achieved by a single technician, thus
requiring more than one technician to perform such initial set
up. Moreover, in order to make such an adjustment, a techni-
cian needs to disassemble the movable barrier operator in
order to access the necessary components.

Current products addressing the above mentioned problem
of this undesirable gap have used encoders, hall-effect
devices, position detectors, learned routines, human interven-
tion, or even trial and error with the already existing cams in
the movable barrier operator. However, these methods are
expensive, thus making them impractical for gate operator
purposes. Moreover, such learned methods require extensive
set up time and effort on the part of the installer.

It can be seen that there is a need for a movable barrier
operator that is easily adjustable without involving manual
adjustment of the cam limits, which may be inefficient and
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ineffective in small ranges of movement. Moreover, there is
also a need that such an adjustment that’s capable of fine-tune
adjustment capabilities without involving expensive elec-
tronic circuitry such as encoders and hall-eftect devices. Con-
sequently, there is a need for a movable barrier operator that
allows for adjustment of the gap of the movable barrier in the
completely closed or open position of the movable barrier
without extensive adjustment by a technician.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To minimize the limitations in the prior art, and to mini-
mize other limitations that will become apparent upon read-
ing and understanding the present specifications, the present
invention discloses a method and a device capable of making
fine-tune adjustments in the traveling limits of a movable
barrier operator.

An apparatus in accordance with the present invention
comprises of a movable barrier operator for controlling a
travel limit of a movable barrier comprises of an electrical
component sending an input signal to a controller, a controller
to derive an output signal from the input signal, and a motor
to receive the output signal and modify the travel limit of the
movable barrier.

Additionally, an apparatus in accordance with the present
invention comprises of a movable barrier operator for elimi-
nating a gap of a movable barrier comprising, an electrical
component configured to generate a quantized signal, a con-
verter for converting the quantized signal into a digital input
signal, a controller for deriving an output signal as a function
of the digital input signal, and a motor to receive the output
signal.

Moreover, the present invention also discloses a method of
adjusting a gap of a movable barrier in a closed position
comprising of closing the movable barrier, adjusting an elec-
trical component configured to generate a quantized signal,
converting the quantized signal to a digital input signal,
applying the digital input signal to a controller configured to
drive a motor, deriving an output signal as a function of the
digital input signal using said controller, sending the output
signal to a motor, and commanding the motor to continue
movement of the movable barrier to adjust the gap.

It is an objective of the present invention to achieve such
fine-tune adjustment of the travel limits of a movable barrier
without expensive electronic devices that drive up the cost of
such gate operators.

It is another objective of the present invention to circum-
vent the need to repeatedly readjust the travel limits in an
inefficient manner.

It is yet another objective of the present invention to
achieve accurate adjustment means of adjusting the travel
limits of a movable barrier.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Elements in the figures have not necessarily been drawn to
scale in order to enhance their clarity and improve under-
standing of these various elements and embodiments of the
invention. Furthermore, elements that are known to be com-
mon and well understood to those in the industry are not
depicted in order to provide a clear view of the various
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of the movable barrier
operator in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention.
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FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of the movable barrier
operator in accordance with another embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a movable barrier controlled by a mov-
able barrier operator indicating the existence of an undesir-
able gap.

FIG. 4 illustrates a movable barrier controlled by a mov-
able barrier operator eliminating the undesirable gap.

FIG. 5 illustrates different embodiments of a user interface
allowing various control options.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following description addresses a number of embodi-
ments and applications of the present invention. References
made are to the accompanying drawing that explains the
present invention, and in which is shown by way of illustra-
tion specific embodiments in which the invention may be
practiced. It is to be understood that other embodiments may
be utilized and structural changes may be made without
departing from the scope of the present invention.

SPECIFICS OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of the various compo-
nents and operations of a movable barrier operator capable of
adjusting an undesirable closing gap.

Movable barrier operator 100 includes motor 108, operat-
ing shaft 110, and movable barrier 122. Motor 108 drives
operating shaft 110 using a power source (not shown), and
operating shaft 110 subsequently drives the movement of
movable barrier 122 utilizing gear box 111. A set of cams,
cam 112 and cam 114 are coupled on the operating shaft 110,
and their position shifts along with the rotational movement
of operating shaft 110. Limit sensor 116 and limit sensor 118
are placed along the travel limits of operating shaft 110. When
cam 112 or cam 114 come in contact with limit sensor 116 or
limit sensor 118, it sends a signal back to motor 108 to tell
motor 108 to cease operation of motor 108, thus preventing
further movement of operating shaft 110.

In the current embodiment, movable barrier 122 is a sliding
type gate. However, movable barrier 122 could be a swinging
type gate, a sectional garage door, a flat unitary piece garage
door, or any apparatus capable of creating an enclosure with-
out departing from the scope of the present invention.

When operating shaft 110 ceases movement, generally,
there is an undesirable closing gap closure” created between
the physical location of movable barrier 122, and a com-
pletely closed position. The undesirable gap is created
because when operating shaft 110 turns, it moves movable
barrier 122 utilizing gear box 111, which allows for small
rotations of operating shaft 110 to equate to large movements
of movable barrier 122 using different size gears within gear
box 111. Consequently, cam 112 and 114°s movement along
operating shaft 110 will also equate to large shifts in the travel
limits of movable barrier 122. As a result, fine-tune adjust-
ment of the travel limits of movable barrier 122 is difficult to
achieve using only cam 112 and cam 114; thus leaving an
undesirable gap.

FIG. 1, in addition to the above mentioned elements, shows
user input 101, potentiometer 102, quantized signal 103, ana-
log to digital converter 104, and controller 106, incorporated
into movable barrier operator 100 to help adjust the undesir-
able closing gap.

Adjustment of the undesirable closing gap begins when
user input 101 is received from a user, typically a technician
doing installation and set up of movable barrier 122. Poten-
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4

tiometer 102 subsequently converts user input 101 into a
quantized signal 103. Quantized signal 103 is then converted
from an analog format into a digital input signal 105 using
analog to digital converter 104. Controller 106 receives input
signal 105, and generates output signal 107 based on a fac-
toring parameter 109. Output signal 107 is then sent to motor
108 to extend the operation of motor 108 to adjust the unde-
sirable closing gap.

Although in the current embodiment, user input 101 is used
to adjust an undesirable closing gap, between physical loca-
tion of movable barrier 122 and a completely closed position;
user input 101 can also be used to adjust an undesirable
opening gap, between the physical location of movable bar-
rier 122 and a completely opened position, without departing
from the scope of the present invention.

A technician dials in a user input 101 when he observes an
undesirable closing gap between the physical location of
movable barrier 122 and the fully closed position. User input
101 may be a variable resistance from a potentiometer; how-
ever, user input 101 may also be a variable current from a
resistor variable charging time from a capacitor, or even a
frequency from a frequency generator without departing from
the scope of the present invention.

User input 101 is sent to electrical component 102 after it is
received from an operator. Electrical component 102 converts
user signal 101 into a quantized signal 103. Quantized signal
103 may be in the form of a voltage; however, quantized
signal 103 may be in the form of a charging time, a frequency,
or any other quantized signal capable of outputting in small
increments without departing from the scope of the present
invention.

Potentiometer 102 here serves the purpose of generating an
quantized signal 103 to send to analog to digital converter
104.

Analog to digital converter 104 converts analog signals
such as quantized signal 103 to digital input signals, such as
signal 105. In an exemplary embodiment, analog to digital
converter 104 uses a direct conversion method to convert
quantized signal 103 to digital input signals 105. In another
embodiment, analog to digital converter 104 uses a succes-
sive-approximation conversion method to convert quantized
signal 103 to digital input signals 105.

In fact, analog to digital converter 104 may implement
various other methods to convert quantized signal 103 to
digital input signals 105, including delta encoded conversion,
ramp-compare conversion, pipeline conversion, or sigma-
delta conversion, without deviating from the scope of the
present invention.

In one embodiment, movable barrier operator 100 does not
include analog to digital converter 104 and instead utilizes a
digital potentiometer instead of an analog potentiometer 102,
circumventing the need to convert signals from analog to
digital format and minimizing the equipment required to
interact with controller 106.

Controller 106 combines input signal 105 with a factoring
parameter 109 to produce an output signal 107. Typically
controller 106 is a processor; however, controller 106 may
also be a centralized processing unit, a microprocessor, or any
other device capable of combining input signal 105 with a
factoring parameter 109 to produce output signal 107 without
deviating from the scope of the present invention

Factoring parameter 109 comprises of coefficients used to
determine output signal 107 which extends the operation of
motor 108 to adjust an undesirable closing gap. Factoring
parameter 109 may be a first order linear function, a second
order polynomial function, an nth order polynomial function,
an exponential function, a trigonometric function, or any
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function that is used to derive an output signal 107 from an
input signal 105, without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

Controller 106 sends output signal 107 to motor 108 to
continue the operation of motor 108 in order to adjust the
undesirable closing gap. Typically, output signal 107 is a time
period to continue operation of motor 108.

FIG. 2 illustrates another embodiment of the current inven-
tion containing an additional electrical component capable of
adjusting an undesirable opening gap.

The embodiment referenced by FIG. 2 contains additional
electrical component 202, and additional analog to digital
converter 204. Although similar to the embodiment refer-
enced by FIG. 1, the embodiment in FIG. 2 is also capable of
controlling motor 108 to adjust an undesirable opening gap.
Undesirable opening gap is a gap that is created when mov-
able barrier 122 fails to reach its completely opened position.

FIG. 2 shows movable barrier operator 100 capable of
eliminating both an undesirable closing gap and an undesir-
able opening gap. Electrical component 202 and analog to
digital converter 204 are added to movable barrier operator
100 to receive an additional user input 201. Electrical com-
ponent 202 converts user input 201 to quantized signal 203.
Analog to digital converter converts quantized signal 203 to
digital input signal 205, and subsequently sends input signal
205 to controller 106. Controller 106, upon receipt of input
signal 205 generates output signal 107 to motor 108 to con-
tinue the operation of motor 108 to adjust an undesirable
opening gap.

Electrical component 200 is the same component as poten-
tiometer 102 depicted in FIG. 1. In the embodiment depicted
in FIG. 1, electrical component 200 is defined as potentiom-
eter 102 because of the reliability of a potentiometer at an
economically practical price. However, electrical component
200 may also be a digital potentiometer, an encoder, a digital
analog converter, a variable capacitor, a frequency generator,
or any electrical component capable of a generating quan-
tized signal 103 without deviating from the scope of the
present invention.

In an exemplary embodiment, electrical component 200 is
used to adjust an undesirable closing gap and electrical com-
ponent 202 is used to adjust an undesirable opening gap.
However, the functionality of the respective electrical com-
ponents may be switched; electrical component 200 may be
used to adjust) an undesirable opening gap and electrical
component 202 may be used to adjust an undesirable closing
gap, without departing from the scope of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 illustrates a gate with undesirable closing gap 300.

As shown in FIG. 3, movable barrier 302 is the same
component as movable barrier 122 as depicted in FIG. 1. In
the current embodiment, movable barrier 302 is demonstrated
here as a sliding gate, and it has come to a stop, falling short
of'a completely closed position, thus creating undesirable gap
300 between movable barrier 302 and stopper 304.

Closing gap 300 exists because cam 112 and cam 114 can
only be used for rough adjustment of the operating limits of
movable barrier 122. As shown in FIG.1 Cam 112 and cam
114 locations on operating shaft 110 set the final position of
movable barrier 112 when cam 112 or cam 114 come into
contact with limit sensor 116 or limit sensor 118. Limit sensor
116 or limit sensor 118 triggers limit switch 120 upon such
contact, and limit switch 120 sends a signal to motor 108 to
stop movement of operating shaft 110. Although the location
of'cam 112 and cam 114 can be moved along operating shaft
110 to adjust the final position of movable barrier 122, such an
adjustment is inaccurate. Cam adjustments are inaccurate
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because actual movements of movable barrier 122 in relation
to cam position are significantly greater due to gear size
differences in gear box 111, thus minor shifts of cam location
equates to significant shifts in the position of movable barrier
122.

FIG. 4 illustrates a movable barrier 402 as a sliding gate,
without an undesirable closing gap.

As shown in FIG. 4, movable barrier 402 is the same
component as movable barrier 122 as depicted in FIG. 1 and
movable barrier 302 as depicted in FIG. 3. In the current
embodiment, movable barrier 402 is also demonstrated here
as a sliding gate, however, movable barrier 402 could be
swinging type gate, a sectional garage door, a flat unitary
piece garage door, or any apparatus capable of creating an
enclosure without departing from the scope of the present
invention.

As shown in FIG. 4, undesirable gap 300 (not shown) from
FIG. 3 is eliminated by incorporating an input signal 101 from
potentiometer 102 to continue operation of motor 108 driving
movable barrier 402 after limit switch 120 has been triggered.
Continued operation of motor 108 will allow movable barrier
402 to achieve a completely closed position in contact with
stopper 404.

FIG. 5 illustrates different embodiments of a potentiometer
102 in FIG. 1 allowing various control options.

Control knobs 502, 504, and 506 are different exemplary
embodiments of potentiometer 102 each providing different
control options for a user. Typically, potentiometer 102 com-
prises of control knobs; however potentiometer 102 in accor-
dance with the present invention may comprise of switches,
control keys, a computer key board, a graphical user interface,
or any other type of interface that allows a user to provide
movable barrier operator 100 with user input 101 or user input
201.

Control knob 502 may be connected to electrical compo-
nent 102 in order to allow a user to fine-tune the operation of
movable barrier operator 100 to adjust undesirable gap 300.

In an exemplary embodiment, movable barrier 122’s
response to user input 101 will not take effect until the next
operation cycle, wherein motor 108 will continue to operate
for the specified amount of time after limit switch 120 has
been triggered.

In another embodiment, movable barrier 122 response to
user input 101 will take effect instantaneously, wherein motor
108 will operate to jog movable barrier 122 in a desired
direction as control knob 502 is being adjusted.

Control knob 502 shows one embodiment of a user inter-
face of the present invention. Control knob 502 can continue
the operation of motor 108 to adjust undesirable gap 300 of
zero to six inches in accordance with the scope of the present
invention.

Control knob 504 shows another embodiment of a user
interface of the present invention. Control knob 504 extends
the operation of motor 108 backwards to adjust an undesir-
able overlap of zero to six inches without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

Control knob 506 shows yet another embodiment of a user
interface of the present invention. Control knob 506 can either
continue the operation of motor 108 in a forward direction or
a backward direction from a range of negative three to posi-
tive three inches without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

A movable barrier operator that allows travel limit adjust-
ments of the position of the gate beyond its normal stoppage
position has been described. More particularly, the disclosure
provides for An apparatus in accordance with the present
invention comprises of a movable barrier operator for con-
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trolling a travel limit of a movable barrier comprises of an
electrical component sending an input signal to a controller, a
controller to derive an output signal from the input signal, and
amotor to receive the output signal and modify the travel limit
of the movable barrier.

Additionally, an apparatus in accordance with the present
invention comprises of a movable barrier operator for elimi-
nating a gap of a movable barrier comprising, an electrical
component configured to generate a quantized signal, con-
verter for converting the quantized signal into a digital input
signal, a controller for deriving an output signal as a function
of the digital input signal, and a motor to receive the output
signal.

Moreover, the present invention also discloses a method of
eliminating a gap of a movable barrier in a closed position
comprising of closing the movable barrier, adjusting an elec-
trical component configured to generate a quantized signal,
converting the quantized signal to a digital input signal,
applying the digital input signal to a controller configured to
drive a motor, deriving an output signal as a function of the
digital input signal using said controller, sending the output
signal to a motor, and commanding the motor to continue
movement of the movable barrier to adjust the gap.

The foregoing description of the various embodiment of
the invention has been presented for the purpose of illustra-
tion and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to
limit the invention to the precise forms and method disclosed.
It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to
the precise forms disclosed. Many modifications and varia-
tions are possible in light of the above teaching. It is intended
that the scope of the invention not be limited by this detailed
description, but by the claims and the equivalents to the
claims appended hereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A movable barrier operator for opening and closing a
movable barrier, comprising:

a shaft for moving said movable barrier;

a motor rotationally coupled to said shaft;

a sensor adapted to generate a first signal indicative of a
first travel limit of the movable barrier by sensing the
rotation of said shaft; and

a user interface adapted to generate a second signal in
response to a user input, wherein said second signal
causes said first travel limit to change to a second travel
limit of said movable barrier operator.

2. The movable barrier operator of claim 1, wherein said
sensor comprises a first cam connected to said shaft, and a first
limit sensor coupled to said first cam.

3. The movable barrier operator of claim 2, wherein said
sensor comprises a second cam connected to said shaft, and a
second limit sensor coupled to said second cam.

4. The movable barrier operator of claim 1, wherein said
first travel limit of said movable barrier comprises a first
closed limit, and said second travel limit of said movable
barrier comprises a second closed limit of said movable bar-
rier.

5. The movable barrier operator of claim 1, wherein said
first travel limit of said movable barrier comprises a first open
limit, and said second travel limit of said movable barrier
comprises a second open limit of said movable barrier.

6. The movable barrier operator of claim 1, wherein said
user interface further comprises:

an electrical component configured to generate a quantized
signal from said user input; and
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a controller adapted to generate said second signal from
said quantized signal for causing said first travel limit to
change to a second travel limit of said movable barrier
operator.

7. The movable barrier operator of claim 6, wherein said

electrical component comprises a potentiometer.

8. The movable barrier operator of claim 6, wherein said
electrical component comprises a variable capacitor.

9. A method of operating a movable barrier, comprising:

activating a motor to move said movable barrier;

generating a first signal indicative of when said movable
barrier reaches a first travel limit; and

generating a second signal that modifies the first travel
limit to cause said motor to move said movable barrier to
a second travel limit.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein generating said first
signal indicative of said first travel limit of said movable
barrier comprises sensing a rotation of a shaft coupled to said
motor and said movable barrier.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein generating said first
signal comprises coupling a first cam on said shaft to a first
limit sensor.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

connecting a second cam to said shaft, wherein said second
cam is coupled to a second limit sensor.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein generating said sec-
ond signal comprises:

generating a quantized signal; and

generating said second signal from said quantized signal to
modify said first signal to cause said motor to move said
movable barrier to said second travel limit.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said electrical com-

ponent comprises a potentiometer.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein said electrical com-
ponent comprises a variable capacitor.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein said first travel limit
of'said movable barrier comprises a first closed limit, and said
second travel limit of said movable barrier comprises a sec-
ond closed limit of said movable barrier.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein said first travel limit
of said movable barrier comprises a first open limit, and said
second travel limit of said movable barrier comprises a sec-
ond open limit of said movable barrier.

18. An access system configured for tuning the opening and
closing positions of a movable barrier, comprising:

a movable barrier;

amovable barrier operator coupled to said movable barrier,
wherein said movable barrier operator further com-
prises:

a shaft for moving said movable barrier;

a motor rotationally coupled to said shaft;

a sensor adapted to generate a first signal indicative of a
first travel limit of the movable barrier by sensing the
rotation of said shaft; and

a user interface adapted to generate a second signal in
response to a user input,

wherein said second signal causes said first travel limit to
change to a second travel limit of said movable barrier opera-
tor.

19. The access system of claim 18, wherein said sensor
comprises a first cam connected to said shaft, and a first limit
sensor coupled to said first cam.

20. The access system of claim 19, wherein said sensor
further comprises a second cam connected to said shaft, a
second limit sensor coupled to said first cam.

21. The access system of claim 18, wherein said user inter-
face further comprises:
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an electrical component configured to generate a quantized

signal from said user input; and

a controller configured to generate said second signal

based on said quantized signal for adjusting said first
travel limit to said second travel limit of said movable
barrier operator.

22. The access system of claim 21, wherein said electrical
component comprises a potentiometer.

23. The access system of claim 21, wherein said electrical
component is a variable capacitor.

24. The access system of claim 21, wherein said first travel
limit of said movable barrier comprises a first closed limit,
and said second travel limit of said movable barrier comprises
a second closed limit of said movable barrier.

25. The access system of claim 21, wherein said first travel
limit of said movable barrier comprises a first open limit, and
said second travel limit of said movable barrier comprises a
second open limit of said movable barrier.

26. A movable barrier operator for opening and closing a
movable barrier, comprising:
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a shaft for moving said movable barrier;

a motor rotationally coupled to said shatft;

a cam connected to said shaft, wherein said cam is coupled
to a limit sensor, wherein said limit sensor is adapted to
generate a first signal indicative of a first travel limit of
the movable barrier by sensing the rotation of said shaft;
and

a user interface adapted to generate a second signal in
response to a user input, wherein said second signal
causes said first travel limit to change to a second travel
limit of said movable barrier operator, said user interface
further comprising:
an electrical component configured to generate a quan-
tized signal from said user input, and

acontroller configured to generate said second signal for
causing said first travel limit to change to said second
travel limit of said movable barrier operator.



